
 
Road Traffic 
Injuries 
 

Overview 
        According to World Health Organization, 

road traffic injury is a fatal or non-fatal 

injury incurred as a result of a collision on a 

public road involving at least one moving 

vehicle. Children, pedestrians, cyclists and the 

elderly are more likely of being involved in a 

road traffic injury. 

     Road traffic injuries have become the most 

serious health problems. And it is more likely 

for young adults to die from a serious road 

traffic accident than from a disease.  

Scope of the problem  
Road traffic injury is a very serious problem 

that is increasing more and more every day. 

This is happening very often, as it has increased 

the number of cars on the roads to meet 

transportation needs. In addition, countries 

with high population and underdeveloped roads 

are more at risk of road traffic injuries. 

Statistics 
 Approximately 1.24 million people die 

each year from road traffic injuries 

 Only 28 countries (7% of the world’s 

population) have adequate laws that  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

address risk factors such as; speed, 

drink driving, helmets, and seat belts 

 90% of deaths that result from road 

traffic injuries occur in low and middle 

income countries  

 The cost of crashes is $ 230.6 billion per 

year 

 About 1,600  children under 15 years 

old die 

 The number of fatalities among children  

0-4 and 5-14 per 100,000 population 

was six time greater in developing 

countries than the United States 

 20-30 million are disable because of 

road traffic injuries 

Consequences of Road 
Traffic Injury 

 Road traffic injuries are a major 

cause of death and disability 

globally. 

 It causes emotional, physical, and 

economic harm. 

-Emotional 

 Depression  

 Anxiety  



 Post-traumatic stress disorder 

(PTSD) 

-Physical 

 Disability (loss of limbs, brain injury, 

paralysis, etc.) 

 Premature death 

Economic harm 

 Poor families are more likely to 

suffer immediate economic effects 

 Medical bills 

 Funeral cost 

 Legal bills 

 Risk Factors 
The presence of these factors does not 

mean that road traffic injuries will 

happen  

 Pedestrians, motorcyclists and bicyclists 

are at most risk 

 

  8,000 people are killed in crashes that 

involve drivers ages 15-20.  

 59% of global road traffic injuries 

involve  drivers between 15-44 years 

old 

  Being a young male under the age of 25 

Speed 

 Driving above the speed limit 

determines the consequences of the 

crash 

Driving under the influence (DUI) 

 Driving under the influence of alcohol 

increases the risk of death of the driver 

and/or others 

Motorcycle Helmet  

 Not wearing a helmet while driving 

increases the risk of death by almost 

60% 

Seat-belt and child restraints  

 Using the right car seat or booster seat 

can save lives 

 Using the seat belt can reduce the risk 

of fatality between 40-50% for front 

seat passengers and 25 to 75% back 

seat passengers 

Health centers 

 Poor access to health care services in 

developing countries makes people 

more vulnerable to death 

 

How Can Road Traffic 
Injury Be Prevented? 

 Better roads: red light regulation 

 Using helmet while driving a motorcycle 

 Better public health awareness: more 

awareness should be created for safety 

on roads for pedestrians  

 More regulations on the number of 

motor vehicles since the high number 

of motor vehicles is causing more 

accidents 

 Better enforcement of traffic safety 

regulation  

 Better law enforcement: more police 

officials in license regulation, drunk 

driving and speeding 

 Resting every two hours for while on 

long drives 

 Not driving under the influence (DUI) 

 Improving safety policies for 

pedestrians 
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